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’HM.Een;oylng an
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‘dressage in the

| R f sunshineat

| W Badminton, itwas

W Vinteresting to discuss
the possible development of tests
for FEI horse trials.

Chris Bartle and Christoph Hess
have circulated ideas on sequence
changes — three changes, one
every four strides, to be exact—
medium canter with a change over
X, and four-loop serpentines with
ahaltand rein-back at X plus
strike-off to counter canter.

| was left to ponder whether all
this is good forward planning ora
step too far. Such new additions

would be good for the fast-
improving Germans — but will
they suit the world?

Sequence changes were up for
discussion in the 1970s, but they
were thrown out. Nowadays,

#Aflying change
in medium canteris
hell and back®

when the demands of jumping
dictate that horses land on one leg
and need to change quickly,
maybe they would be appropriate.

Aflying change in medium
canteris hell and back; many a
dressage horse exploded when it
was in our affiliated tests.

Loops with counter-canter and
a pause at X appear acceptable,
but that rein-back invariably
causes tension, with many horses
finding the movement difficult
enough from walk.

Itwill be interesting to see how
many of these movements are
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-
mooted, bntlsmlsagoodmmg"

Having seen the video, | was
lucky not to have been killed. My
piaffe whip is no longer. It can
happen to anyone who forgets that
horses are just that — horses.

The bling thing

Acelebration of equine "blmg
(Horse & Hound, 10 May) had me
working out what might suit our
horses and what was over the top.

Intruth, really clean tack is
harder to achieve than a quick fix
of glitter, while a proper shine on
riders’ boots reflects elbow grease.

Mind you, those diamante spurs
did look fab, even if inclined to
draw attention to a wayward leg.

Fashion watching enlivens
many a show day. Long tails
appear to be “out”, perhaps
because riders have realised how
heavy they can be.

Manes with fewer plaits are
“in", as are interesting quarter
marks, although these should
ideally show off the horse rather
than the groom'’s imagination and
artistic ability.

Even clothes become quickly
outof date and the scramble to
don the “look” never ceases.

Dressage’s own fashion icon,
Carl Hester, often sets the trends,
but followers should note that they
are never overdone and always
enhance horse and rider.

Saved for another day

THE race is on for last-minute
qualification for summer
regionals. Even though entries
have been as low as six or seven
perclass at some venues in our
area of Gloucestershire, there's
still a winner every time. My word,

adopted. And with the balance
and engagement required to
perform them, how long will it be
before a surface other than grass is
requested as the norm?
Meanwhile, back at Badminton,

| hinted that it might be useful to
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