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•MYfriendrecentlyboughtanew
horse,andhadgaitscreeningdone
toassesssoundness.Canyoutell
mewhatthisinvolves,andwhether
itcouldbenefitmyhorse?KC

THEscreeningyourefertoisknown
asequineperformanceanalysisand
isusedtoassessandmaintain
equinesoundness.
ConsultantfarrierHaydnPrice
DipWCFdevelopedthevideo-based
systemin2004toquantifydata
suchasstridelength,body
symmetryandsoundnessforthe
BritishOlympichorsesinAthens.
"Horsesarefilmedfromallangles
inwalkandtrot,onahard,flat
surfacewithjointcentres
highlighted,"explainsRussellGuire
ofCentaurBiomechanics,whois
theBritishEquestrianFederation
(BEF)Equinalysistechnician,and
workswiththeWorldClassStart
andPerformanceridersandtheir
horses.

"Wethencollatewhat'scalled
'kinematicdata',whichis
downloadedontoaCDorDVD."he
explains."Thescreeningcanbe
usedtohelpidentifythecauseof

§trainingproblemssuchasa

"Althoughthetechnologybegan

Iattretoplevelsofcoempeitionues

Technologyhelpswithtraining•Hackamorecombination

Whatisgaitscreening?
veterinarywork,thissystemalso
providesawayforusingfarrieryto
promoteathleticperformance,
accordingtoHaydnPrice.
"Farrierscantakeintoaccount
theneedsofthelimb,ifrequired,
insteadofjustshoeingthefoot,"ht
says."Aswellasfittingashoeto
accommodatethehorse's

movement,shoeingshouldtakein
accounttheamountofdynamic
loadingonalimb,whichisdirectly
relatedtotheeffectivenessofthe
joints,andcanaffecttendonand
ligamenthealth.
DressageriderElizabethGriffin
fromNorfolktrainswithUla
Salzgeber,andcompetesat
advancedmediumlevelwithher

eight-year-oldDutchWarmblood,
GlobalSylvester.
Whenthehorsebegandragging

MIO hisnear-hindtoein2006,
Elizabeth'sfarrier,MarkAikens,
screenedhimandwasableto

DataisdownloadedontoaCDorDVDandusedtoidentifyproblems rebalanceSylvester'sfootandlimt

:arealsonowaccessibleto'normal' "Thetechnologycanbeusedto
horseowners." clarifyanylamenessor
Thetechnologyisbeingusedat
BushyEquineVetsin

:biomechanicalchallengespicked

GloucestershirebylanCamm
upatahorse'sfive-stagevetting,
andevaluateaspectssuchasstride

MRCVS.
"Healthandperformance

length,breakoverdistanceand
carpal,tarsalorfetlockflexion."

screeningcan Itcanalsobe
potentiallyextend
ahorse's Screeningcan usedforrider

assessment;
competitivelifeby
establishinga potentiallyextenda horseandrider

arefilmedfromall
profileof
movementand horse'scompetitivelifeanglesandanon-siteprojector
soundness,
explainslan.

"Theresulting'baseline'offacts, |dentinsowmotionthebotriag
playsthefootage

identifiestherider'sbody
suchasthealignmentofthejoints,
canbeusefulduringthetraining

measurements,suchasposture,

process,andIbelievehasgreat
bodyalignment,andhipand
kneeangles.

potentialinthefieldofassessment Usefulforphysiotherapyand

throughshoeing."Anadjustmentc
justafewmillimetreswithashoe

canaffectforelegactionby6°
saysMark.

Regularscreeningusuallytakes
:placeannuallyorbiannuallyata
costofupto£250persession.The
technologycanbeutilisedbyall
paraprofessionalsand

professionals,includingvets.
IVisitwww.equinalysis.co.ukfor
detailsaboutaccreditedclinicians
whocarryouttheservice,or(tel:
01291671351).

Askus
Sendyourequine
relatedquestionsto

HHadvice@ipcmedia.com


